"T he assiduity of Mr. Edwards in exploring so many sources of knowledge, enabled him to impart various instruction in a chaste, elegant style" (p. 25). So reads Edwards A. Park's tribute to Bela Bates Edwards 
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Missionary Geography; or, a brief sketch of the state of religion throughout the world, with the means now using for its revival and propagation; and the present state of population in the different countries" and "A Missionary Table, containing a view of all the missionary stations in the heathen world, the number of missionaries in each, and all the societies by whom they are employed; also, a synopsis of Bible and school societies."
Atlases, dictionaries, and encyclopedias of mission and world Christianity have been mission studies staples ever since these early works. The 2010 centenary of the Edinburgh World Missionary Conference is an appropriate occasion to take stock of the current state of world Christianity and the new generation of reference tools that have emerged to track and analyze the movement. Accordingly, this issue of the IBMR carries reviews of a range of key reference tools, each groundbreaking in its own way, and each the fruit of decades of hard work by a laughably small team of dedicated and persistent scholars.
The latest of these is the extraordinary Atlas of Global Christianity, whose creation is chronicled in this issue by its editors, Todd Johnson and Kenneth Ross. A tantalizing sample of the Atlas's breathtaking scope and factual density is provided by Mssrs. Johnson, Barrett, and Crossing. Their eight-page survey serves as a kind of demographic odometer, showing us how far the world of Christianity has traveled in the century following the 1910 Edinburgh World Missionary Conference.
At £120 or $250-a modest amount, given the magnitude of the volume-the Atlas is well beyond the economic reach of most of the world's Christian scholars, libraries, and churches. Although its subject matter attests to and vividly illustrates the fact that Christianity is a worldwide faith, the new heartlands of Christian growth and vitality will largely be denied its use.
Two other research resources are available only online. One, the World Christian Database (www.worldchristiandatabase. org/wcd), is not discussed in this issue. For the other, the World Religion Database (www.worldreligiondatabase.org/wrd/ wrd_default.asp), reviewers Peter Brierley (United Kingdom), Siga Arles (India), and Robert Woodberry (United States) offer candid assessments of its potential usefulness to scholars and practitioners in their part of the world.
In his review of the database, Siga Arles laments the sad irony that most of those whose faith is tabulated in such tools will be excluded from their use. How many institutions either inside or outside the West will be able to afford the $2,250 fee (www.brill.nl/wcdo) to access the data?
But there are signs of hope-clouds the size of a hand-on the horizon. Dana Robert's pioneering History of Missiology Web site at Boston University (http://digilib.bu.edu/mission), with its proposed freely accessible "Biblioteca Electrónica de Misiología," is one example. Two others are the Dictionary of African Christian Biography (www.dacb.org) and the movement toward open-source journals (www.doaj.org).
The IBMR, likewise, turns a conceptual corner with this issue. This has always been a print journal, with an available digital option for those willing to pay. As of 2010 we are an on-line journal-freely accessible to all-with a published print option available for paying subscribers. With this shift the scholarly research for which the IBMR is well known now becomes freely available to readers around the world, even those whose economic circumstances do not permit them the luxury of a subscription.
We celebrate the accomplishments of those whose "assiduity . . . in exploring so many sources of knowledge" has produced the remarkable reference tools featured in this issue. We hope that somehow, someday, and soon, this information will be universally accessible-an information highway on which even those who cannot afford to pay stiff tolls may travel.
-Jonathan J. Bonk
